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y: Aprif Ronsisvaile, Leah Cotterell and Yasmin Shoobridge.
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_Black Taxi is out for a sm

HURNING out relentless

pop drivel, endlessily recyvel-
ing standards, caterwauling
above a grunge guitar attack or
joining the already swollen ranks
of the singer-songwriters.

Sometimes it seems these are
the limited possibilities for tal-
ented singers looking to carve a
niche in the pop music world,

Which makes the debut aibum
of Melbourne outfit Black Taxi,
Taken For A Ride, aninvigoraling
and exceptionally enjoyable
trazt.

Black Taxi has created a style
of music all its own — the group’s
funes are swinging, funky, jazzy,
ridiculously catchy and su-
premely melodic.

Best of al], this solid foundation
is impececably crowned by the
voeals of three fine singers, Leah
Cotterell, April Ronsisyvalle and
Yasmin Shoobridge.

Like thelr equally talented ac-
companying musicians, the sing-
ers, although experlenced per-
formers, are littie known.

It 18 a tribute to Melboume's

incredible musical depthk that
such a complete musical entity
can buvst on t0 record seerningly
from nowhere.

For that, much of the credit
must g0 to the album’s producer,
David Wayman, who gathered
the Black Taxi personnel to-
gether largely from students and
staff at the Northern Meibourne
Institute of TAFE.

Wayman, gicnpg with Terry
Bradford, also wrote the disc's
music and lyrics.

Wayman is justifiably provd of
the dise and its intelligent, savvy
material, wriften, he says—with
the front line of three women
singers specifically in mind.

“Byen the ones that are about
igve come ab it from a different
perspeetive,” he says.

“They're adult lyrics — they're
not Babyface,” he says.

"I love his melodies, but I can’t
stand his lyries!

“{ always had the ccncept of
three women singers in mind. I've
always liked writing for women
singers.
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“T was rapt with the
turned out.”

One of the group's gers,
Ronsisvalle, appreclate@ the
chance to work with tunes dis-

playing such a fresh a
after having performed "'a
cover verslons”

“With things Hke "“You |
haky" and ‘I want you back
matter of, yeah, 've hear
hefore,” she aays

“Give me somethinge S
about — who are they L&
about, why did Lhey wiite
way, what slluaiien ‘rés they
writing about? Tha's whabi:ier
eats me most, {

“So being able to stng lydes Hike
this was refreshing, without «
doubt. It was great to inberpret
things in my own way, Because
I"ve never recorded original -mu
si¢ before.”

With Taken For A Ride, U
seems Black Taxi has given o
boost to 2 whole new sound -
call it “standards for the '90s”.

® Taken For A Ride 18 avalable
througih Festival
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